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As much paint on it as you can -Danny Kaye 

 Life is just a big empty canvas you should throw 

As much paint on it as you can – Danny Kaye 

So ovaa poraka, koja vo sloboden prevod 
zna~i `ivotot e edno golemo, prazno plat-
no, na koe treba da nafrli{ kolku {to mo-
`e{ pove}e boja, vo kongresnata sala na 
prekrasnata Barcelona - [panija, na 15 ju-
ni 2005 godina be{e otvorena Sedmata kon-
ferencija na Evropskata unija za poddr{ka
na vrabotuvaweto. Na ovaa konferencija 
{to trae{e do 17 juni 2005 godina u~estvu-
vaa pove}e od 700 pretstavnici od 35 zemji 
od celiot svet. 
Imavme mo`nost da slu{neme izvonredni 
izlagawa, idei, iskustva i pogledi za toa 
kako treba da se raboti na poddr{kata na 
licata so fizi~ka, setilna ili mentalna 
invalidnost, za da mo`at celosno da se 
vklu~at vo op{testveniot `ivot. Nau~ivme 
deka rezultatite }e dojdat samo ako raboti-
me uporno, sistematski, postojano i dolgo-
trajno ako gi koristme me|usebnite iskus-
tva i deka ni{to ne mo`e da se re{i edna{ 
za sekoga{ i preku no} samo so nekakov pro-
pis. 
Be{e za~uduva~ki da ja slu{neme prikazna-
ta  na  vrvniot  ekspert  od ovaa oblast,  d-r

 With this message from the Congress Hall in Bar-

celona – Spain, the Seventh European Union Con-

ference on Support for Employment was open on 

15 June, 2005. About 700 representatives of 35 

countries from all over the world participated at 

this two-day conference. 

Outstanding presentations, ideas, experiences and 

attitudes were heard in support for people with 

physical, sensual and mental disabilities in order to 

be included entirely in social life. It was under-

stood that only hard work and systematical, con-

tinual and long-lasting use of the mutual experi-

ences lead towards good results, and that nothing 

can be resolved forever and overnight with a regu-

lation. 

It was surprising to hear the story told by a distin-

guished  expert  in this field, Dr.  John  Brain  from
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Xon Brajan od SAD, za toa kako deteto 
Kris koe boleduvalo od cerebralna parali-
za i imalo kombinirani pre~ki vo razvojot, 
po 14 godini pominati vo institucija, so 
poddr{ka na eksperti, organizacii i insti-
tucii, preminalo da `ivee vo semejstvo, gi 
u~elo osnovnite raboti od sekojdnevniot 
`ivot, za da dostigne da otvori sopstven 
biznis za dostava. 

Ima{e u{te niza takvi primeri, kako so 
edna osmislena programa i so poddr{ka se 
ostvaruvaat rezultati vo socijalnata inte-
gracija na licata so invalidnost. 

Uloga vo taa poddr{ka pokraj ekspertite, 
instituciite i organizaciite, treba da ima 
i dr`avata so sistem na propisi i za nivno 
sproveduvawe. 

Vidovme i toa deka gradot Barcelona na li-
cata so invalidnost im dava celosna poddr-
{ka so samoto toa {to gi napravil dostap-
ni site objekti, ulici, pateki, prevozni 
sredstva i drugo.  

Takva poddr{ka nie o~ekuvame i barame i 
od na{ata dr`ava. 

Zatoa go cenime za ~ekor napred predlog-
zakonot za gradewe vo koi se vmetnati i na-
{ite inicijativi i predlozi preku odred-
bite so koi e predvideno nepre~en pristap 
i dvi`ewe do i vo gradba "gradbata za javni 
i delovni nameni, mora da bide proektira-
na i izgradena taka {to na licata so inva-
lidnost ke im obezbedi nepre~en pristap, 
dvi`ewe, prestoj i rabota do i vo grad-
bata#. Isto taka e predvideno deka "gradba 
za stanbeni i stanbeno-delovni nameni so 
deset i pove}e stanovi mora da bide proek-
tirana i izgradena, taka {to da bide pris-
posobena za pristap, dvi`ewe, prestoj i 
rabota na licata so invalidnost vo najmal-
ku eden stan na sekoi deset stanovi#. Pona-
tamu e predvideno i toa deka "odobrenie za 
gradba ne e potrebno za gradba so koja se 
ovozmo`uva ili olesnuva dvi`eweto do i 
vo gradbata na lica so invalidnost#.  

 the USA, of the boy Chris with cerebral paralysis 
and combined physical disabilities, who after 
having stayed for 14 years in institutions, with the 
help and support of experts, organizations and in-
stitutions, continued his life in a family, learning 
basic things of everyday life and developing to 
reach his own private business of delivering. 

There were many other such examples which 
prove that only with thoughtful programme and 
support results in social integration of people with 
disabilities can be achieved. 

Besides the support from experts, institutions and 
organizations, the State has to provide system of 
regulations for their implementation. 

It was obvious that the city of Barcelona supports 
people with disabilities by making accessible for 
them: public buildings, streets, paths, means of 
transport and other.  

Our country is expected and required such a sup-
port. 

Therefore we consider a step forward with the 
draft – law on constructing, in which our initiatives 
and suggestions were included through the provi-
sions for access and movement to and inside
premises: “public and business buildings have to 
be constructed and built to provide people with 
disabilities access, movement, and work to and 
inside premises”. It is also anticipated that: “hous-
ing constructions and housing-business construc-
tions with more then 10 flats have to be con-
structed and built to provide people with disabili-
ties access, movement, and work to at least one of 
ten flats”. It is also anticipated that “permission for 
building is not necessary for construction which 
enables or facilitates movement for people with 
disabilities to and inside the building”.  
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Predvideno e i toa deka "vo slu~aj na re-
konstrukcija ili adaptacija na gradba zapi-
{ana vo nacionalniot registar na kulturno 
nasledstvo, odnosno gradbi vo koi na lica 
so invalidnost im se ovozmo`uva nepre~en 
pristap, dvi`ewe, prestoj i rabota, mo`e 
da se otstapi od nekoi osnovni barawa za 
gradbite so pribavena soglasnost na orga-
not na dr`avnata uprava za vr{ewe na rabo-
tite od oblasta na kulturata#. 

Istoto se odnesuva i na predlog zakonot za 
prostorno i urabanisti~ko planirawe so 
koi se predviduva primena na na~eloto za 
nadminuvawe na urbanite barieri na li-
cata so invalidnost, so pojasnuvawe deka 
"barieri, se sozdadeni grade`ni pre~ki vo
gradovi i drugi naseleni mesta, koi onevoz-
mo`uvaat nepre~eno dvi`ewe na hendikepi-
ranite lica#. 

Za aktiven `ivot na licata so invalidnost 
osobeno e va`no da im se dostapni kvali-
tetni i besplatni pomagala. Zatoa go smeta-
me mnogu zna~ajno toa {to od Fondot za 
zdravstvo dobivme definitivna potvrda de-
ka na slednata sednica na Upravniot odbor 
}e se donese odluka so koja ke se ukine par-
ticipacijata za pote{kite ortozi. 

Nema da zgre{ime ako konstatirame deka 
najslaba ni e poddr{kata vo socijalnata za-
{tita, so propisite od socijalnata za{-
tita. Prvo, so poslednite izmeni na Zako-
not za socijalna za{tita se vnesoa termini 
za licata so invalidnost koi i od naukata i 
od invalidskite organizacii i od nacio-
nalnoto koordinativno telo so ednakvi 
prava na licata so invalidnost se oceneti 
kako nesoodvetni. Site tie se soglasuvaat 
deka treba da ostane ustavniot i op{to 
prifaten termin lice so invalidnost. Ina-
ku na konferencijata vo Barcelona se 
koristea terminite lica so invalidnost i 
lica so mentalna retardacija. [pancite, 
pak, koristat termin minusvalido, {to vo 
su{tina isto taka zna~i lice so invalid-
nost. 

 Furthermore, it is anticipated that: “in cases of re-
construction or adaptation of a building registered 
in the national register of cultural heritage, i.e. for 
buildings which provide people with disabilities 
access, movement, and work to and in premises, 
there are exceptions to some basic requests for 
constructing with given permission by the organ of 
the state administration for work in the field of 
culture”.  

It also refers to the draft-law on physical and urban 
planning which anticipates implementation of the 
principle for overcoming urban barriers for people 
with disabilities, explaining that: “barriers are 
made constructing obstacles in cities and other in-
habited places, which disable free movements of 
disabled people”. 

It is very important for the active life of disabled 
people to have good quality and free-of-charge 
aids. Therefore it is very important that the Health 
Fund finally confirmed that at the next meeting the 
Management Board would bring a decision for re-
voking participation for heavier orthosis.  

We consider that our weakest support is in the 
sphere of social care, i.e. provisions of social care. 
Firstly, new terms for invalid people (people with 
disabilities) were included with the latest changes 
in the Law on Social Care, which are considered 
inadequate by science, by Organizations of (dis-
abled people) and the National Coordinative Body 
for Equal Rights of Invalid people (Disabled Peo-
ple). They all agree that the constitutional and 
commonly accepted term people with invalidity, 
has to be used. However, terms such as people 
with invalidity and people with retardation were 
used at the Conference in Barcelona. The term mi-
nusvalido is used in Spain, which translated means 
a person with invalidity. 
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Vtoro, Sojuzot na telesno invalidizirani-
te lica na Makedonija be{e prinuden da po-
vede inicijativa do Ustavniot sud na RM za 
ocenka na ustavnosta na odredbata od Zako-
not za socijalna za{tita i soodvetnite pod-
zakonski akti koi mu davaat diskreciono 
pravo na Ministerot za trud i socijalna 
politika da gi utvrduva kriteriumite za 
iznosot i iznosot na pari~niot nadomestok 
za pomo{ i nega od drugo lice. Vrz taa os-
nova, ministerot vo dva navrata go namali 
iznosot na toj nadomestok. Treto, poba-
ravme od Ministerstvoto da ja preispita 
odredbata, spored koja na licata postari od 
26 godini i nesposobni za rabota, pri 
utvrduvawe na prihodite vo doma}instvoto, 
za ostvaruvawe pravoto na postojana pari~-
na pomo{, im se zemaat predvid i prihodite 
na roditelite, odnosno se tretiraat kako 
deca. ^etvrto, pobaravme kone~no da se po~-
ne so realizacijata na potrebata od otvo-
rawe na tri regionalni centri (domovi) za 
`iveewe na licata so telesna invalidnost 
koi nemaat uslovi za `ivot vo semejstvoto, 
vo koi tie, glavno, samostojno }e `iveeat, 
odnosno }e se obezbedi samo neophodnata 
poddr{ka na onie na koi e potrebna. Vakvi-
te lica sega glavno, se smesteni vo starski 
domovi, iako se raboti za relativno mladi 
lica ili, pak, vremeto go pominuvaat vo 
bolnici ili rehabilitacioni centri iako 
so toa nemaat potreba {to dr`avata ja ~ini 
mnogu pove}e. Za ova ima gotov proekt. 
Mnogu e va`no da ja povratime poddr{kata 
{to porano ja imavme so beneficiite vo 
prevozot. Za toa Zaednicata na invalidski-
te organizacii ima izgotveno gotov pred-
log-zakon koj ve}e podolgo e zatalkan vo 
lavirintot na vladini ili sobraniski tela.
Sojuzot na telesno invalidiziranite lica 
podnese inicijativa za izmeni vo dano~nite 
propisi so koi na lica so nad 80% telesna 
invalidnost na dolnite ekstremiteti i na 
slepite lica, pod odredeni uslovi, }e im se 
priznae pravo na povratok na danok pri na-
bavka na patni~ko vozilo, isklu~ivo za 
svoi potrebi. I ova pravo porano postoe{e. 
Dobivme vetuva~ki odgovor od Minister-
stvoto za finansii deka baraweto e kon-
struktivno i seriozno }e se razgleda. 

 Secondly, the Association of People with Physical 
Disabilities of Macedonia was forced to take the 
initiative before the Constitutional Court in RM for 
judgment on the provision’s constitutionality from 
the Law on Social Care and some sub-legal acts 
which give the right to the Minister of labour and 
social affairs to establish the criteria of money 
compensation for assistance and care of another 
person. Using his right the Minister reduced twice 
the amount of this compensation. Thirdly, the 
Ministry was required to reconsider the provision 
according to which people over 26 years of age 
and incapable to work, when family income is de-
termined to realize their right to regular money 
compensation, their parents’ income is also taken 
into consideration, i.e. these people are treated as 
children. Fourthly, we required opening of three 
regional residential centers for people with physi-
cal disabilities, who do not have living conditions 
in the family, to live independently there with nec-
essary support provided for those who really need 
it. These people, at present, are accommodated at 
Homes for elder people, although relatively young 
people are in question, or stay in hospitals and 
centers for rehabilitation, which costs the state 
more. There has been a prepared project on this 
issue. 

It is also very important to have the previous sup-
port for transport benefits. The Association of the 
organizations for disabled people has prepared a 
draft-law on this matter, but it has been lost in the 
labyrinth of governmental or parliamentary bodies.

The Association of people with physical disabili-
ties took initiative for changes of the tax regula-
tions according to which people with 80% physical 
disability of the lower extremities and blind peo-
ple, under certain conditions, have the right to tax 
return for transport vehicles, exceptionally used for 
their own purpose. Such a right previously existed. 
The Ministry for Finance found this request con-
structive and serious and promised to reconsider it.
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Osobena va`nost mu pridavame na rabotata, 
vo ramkite na Zaednicata na invalidskite 
organizacii na Makedoinija, na donesuva-
weto na Zakonot za invalidskite organiza-
cii i izmenite na Zakonot za igri na sre}a, 
so koi treba da se verificira de fakto re-
prezentativnata uloga na invalidskite or-
ganizacii kako nacionalni organizacii na 
licata so invalidnost i da se obezbedi 
nivno stabilno finansirawe. 

Mora, isto taka, da go istakneme zna~eweto 
na Nacionalnoto koordinativno telo za 
ednakvi prava na licata so invalidnost, 
koe so trkaleznite masi {to gi organizira 
minatata i ovaa godina, po razni pra{awa 
od interes za licata so invalidnost, vo go-
lema merka pridonese da se utvrdat prob-
lemite i merkite za nivno razre{uvawe. 

Inaku Sojuzot na telesno invalidiziranite 
lica na Makedonija ima napraveno celosen 
pregled na normativata za licata so inva-
lidnost vo site oblasti (zdravstvo i medi-
cinska rehabilitacija, obrazovanie i pro-
fesionalna rehabilitacija, socijalna za{-
tita, barieri, vrabotuvawe, op{testven 
`ivot itn.) i plan za inicirawe na soodvet-
ni izmeni i dopolnuvawa na tie normi za-
radi unapreduvawe na polo`bata i poddr-
{ka na licata so invalidnost. 

Pokraj rabotata na sistemskite pra{awa, 
aktivno rabotime neposredno so pove}e od 
petiljadnoto ~lenstvo, preku organizirawe 
razni individualni ili kolektivni aktiv-
nosti. Taa neposredna komunikacija so na-
{ite ~lenovi ja smetame za osobeno va`na. 
Letovo okolu 400-tina na{i ~lenovi }e le-
tuvaat na tro{ok na Sojuzot vo negovite 
apartmani vo Ohrid ili vo Bansko vo Stru-
mica. Stotina na{i ~lenovi u~estvuvaa na 
sportskite igri {to tradicionalno gi or-
ganizirame sekoja godina, a pogolem broj }e 
u~estvuvaat vo kviz natprevarite, muzi~ko-
literaturnite sredbi, {ahovskoto prven-
stvo, tortijadata i drugi manifestacii {to 
}e se odr`at naesen. Nad 200 na{i ~lenovi 
u~estvuvaa vo odbele`uvawe na denot na li-
cata so telesna invalidnost - 25 juni vo 
[tip.  

 We find very important, within the Association of 
the organizations for disabled people, passing the 
Law on organizations for disabled people and 
changes within the Law on lottery, which have to 
verify de facto the representative role of the or-
ganizations for disabled people as national ones 
and provide their steady financing.  

We have to point out the importance of the Na-
tional Coordinative Body for Equal Rights of Dis-
abled People, which organized round table discus-
sions on different topics of interest to people with 
disabilities and helped to determine the problems 
and measures for their solving. 

The Association of people with physical disabili-
ties of Macedonia has prepared a complete review 
of standards for people with disabilities in different 
spheres (health and medical rehabilitation, educa-
tion and professional rehabilitation, social care, 
barriers, employment, social life etc.) and a plan to 
initiate appropriate changes and supplements of the 
norms to develop the conditions and support of 
people with disabilities. 

Besides the work regarding system issues, the As-
sociation five thousand members are directly in-
volved in many individual and collective activities. 
We consider this direct communication of our 
members very important. About 400 members of 
the Association will spend their summer holiday 
2005 in the premises of the Association in Ohrid 
and Bansko-Strumica the expenses are covered by 
the Association. Hundreds of our members partici-
pate at sport games organized traditionally every
year. A large number will take part at quizzes, mu-
sical and poetry meetings, chess competition, 
cooking competition and other events in the com-
ing autumn. More than two hundred members par-
ticipated at the event – day if the people with 
physical disabilities held 25 June, 2005 in Shtip. 
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Pogolem broj u~estvuvaat na tematskite 
sredbi {to se organiziraat po razni pra-
{awa od interes na licata so invalidnost, 
a so predavawa na eminentni stru~waci od 
soodvetnata oblast. ^lenovite aktivno 
u~estvuvaat i vo raznite manifestacii vo 
organizacija na sedumnaesette op{tinski, 
odnosno regionalni zdru`enija vo Make-
donija. Ovie manifestacii pridonesuvaat 
ovie lica da bidat aktivni, da se dru`at, so 
eden zbor, da se ottrgnat od izolacija i da 
se socijaliziraat. 

Gi pomagame na{ite ~lenovi vo nabavkata 
na pomagala ili neophodni lekarstva. 

Sojuzot osobeno e gord na svoeto spisanie 
Feniks 86 {to izleguva na sekoj tri meseci 
i preku koe na{ite ~lenovi mo`e da se in-
formiraat, da go iznesat svojot stav ili 
mislewe po oddelni pra{awa ili, pak, da 
u~estvuvaat na konkursite za najdobar ras-
kaz {to se objavuvaat sekoja godina. Ova 
spisanie e dostapno i na po{irokata jav-
nost zaradi informirawe i afirmacija na 
na{ata rabota. Pokraj toa izdavame i po-
vremeni bro{uri, zbirki na propisi i dru-
gi pe~ateni materijali. 

Preku veb-stranica, www.stilm.com.mk, na 
makedonski i angliski jazik ja zapoznava 
po{irokata javnost, pa i onaa vo stranstvo 
so na{ata organizacija i rabota. Inaku So-
juzot e ~len na megunarodni asocijacii 
(FIMITIC, EDF) i imame vospostaveno sora-
botka so pogolem broj zemji vo Evropa. 

Na krajot povtorno ke se navratam na kon-
ferencijata vo Barcelona na koja osobeno 
be{e potencirano deka treba da se u~ime od 
minatoto, od gre{kite, od iskustvata na 
drugite, od razli~nostite.  

Zatoa eden mudrec, filozof rekol:  

"Bez neznaewe, nema pra{awa. Bez pra{a-
wa, nema nikakvo soznanie, bidej}i odgo-
vorot go podrazbira pra{aweto. Onoj {to 
znae "s## ne znae ni{to, bidej}i dejnosta na 
soznavawe ne se odviva vo nego, nemu mu 
nedostasuva eden biten uslov. Ne mo`e da 
deluva onoj na koj ne mu nedostasuva ni{to#.

 Our members have taken part at various meetings 
organized on different topics of interest to people 
with disabilities, with presentations by eminent 
experts in the relevant area. Our municipal, i.e. 
seventeen regional associations have also 
organized different events through Macedonia, 
which contribute for active participation and 
socialization of people with disabilities. 

The Association assists its members in purchasing 
aids and necessary medications.  

The association is very proud of its three- month 
periodical magazine Feniks 86, which informs its 
members and reviews their opinion and sugges-
tions on different issues or they can compete for 
the best story of the year. It is also a public affir-
mation of the Association. Besides brochures, col-
lections of provisions and printed material are is-
sued.  

Through our web-site on the Internet, 
www.stilm.com.mk, we inform the public about 
our work both in the country and abroad. The As-
sociation is a member of the international associa-
tions FIMITIC and EDF and we have established 
contacts with many countries in Europe. 

At the end I want to point out the message from 
Barcelona Conference i.e. we have to learn from 
the past, from mistakes, from experience of others, 
from diversities. 

A wise man, a philosopher once said: “Without 
ignorance, there are no questions. Without ques-
tions, there is no knowledge because an answer 
recognizes a question. One who knows 
“everything” knows nothing, because knowledge is 
a process of gaining. One cannot deal if one misses 
nothing.” 

 


